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good income by converting muzzle-loaders into " Martinis/'
which is the general term for any sort of breech-loader.
He was a very fair smith, and though his copies of the Martini
lock and breech mechanism might not have passed the War
Office standard, they were very satisfactory for their
owners.
Some artists hope to improve the local brand of gun-
powder. One of the first questions put to us during our
wanderings in the mountain glens was, " Rabbi, is it oak
charcoal or .walnut that you English use for the making of
your gun-medicine ? " " Neither, but willow," said we, that
piece of unclerical information having somehow stuck in
our mind from some old " book of useful knowledge."
Hence it would appear that the most unlikely things come
in useful at times, for the answer materially increased our
prestige.
Many a primitive practice and habit goes on in these
mountains, but perhaps the most startling to a stranger
is the taking of the bath cor am publico ; a custom which is
common to both Christians and Kurds. The rationale of
the habit is sound enough. Mud floors get damp and
unhealthy with the weekly wash, and the much splashing
of water that it entails; let it then be done in the open, by
the spring or river, where a fire can be lit to heat the water
and for the comfort of the bather.
It is a little disconcerting for the European at first, and
seems a startling drop back through a good many centuries,
when you turn a corner in the road suddenly, and find
yourself confronted by a group of maidens, who have put
all their clothes in the big copper to wash, and are engaged
in performing that office for one another. However, if
the stranger is embarrassed, they are not. It is not manners
to stare of course; and they sit still undisturbed till the
man has passed, without even interrupting their conversa-
tion. Good narrow-minded folk at home say that they
have no sense of decency. That, however, is an absolute
libel; and it is far more near to the truth to say that it is
the sense of indecency that is absent, as it was in the
Garden of Eden. Layard had experience of this custom.